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There is no doubt that, in these days, people
need to hear, experience and embrace the
abundant and sufficient grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Our friends, family members and colleagues
may be frightened about the state of the
world, concerned about family in countries
where there is intense suffering or danger or
experiencing loneliness and anxiety because
of difficult circumstances in their lives.
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Lord Jesusgiving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17

WHEN to connect women to Jesus Christ and
to the local church. What a privilege to be led
by Him and “spread the knowledge of Christ
like a sweet perfume” (2 Corinthians 2:14b)!

We can help women understand that Jesus is
all powerful! There is nothing that anyone is
experiencing that is bigger than He is or that
can overcome Him. And His power is guided
by His unconditional love. Nothing can sep-
arate us from His love. In fact, His unlimited
power and His unconditional love compel Him
to continually extend forgiveness, resto-
ration, insight and wisdom to anyone who
turns to Him.

What a blessing that this is not an assignment
from Him, but a partnership with Him.

In ourselves we are not able to claim anything
for ourselves. “The power to do what we do
comes from God” (2 Corinthians 3:5).

As we join Christ where He is working this fall,
He will use us to bring His light into dark plac-
es! “His light shines in the darkness and the
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Prayer Requests

As we pray and plan with our teams to bring
women together in large and small groups to
hear of His grace, let’s encourage each other
to develop three powerful habits:

1. Take time to get to know His heart and
His character. Let's talk to Him about our
experiences every day and listen to what
He says to us by His Spirit and through
His Word.

2. Ask Him to fill us with His Spirit, so that
His truth, kindness and unconditional
love will refresh those we are with like a
spring of living water.

3. Befaithful, available and teachable — as
we grow in our capacity to represent Him
wherever He leads us.
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God Works Through Our Networks

Relationships are central to WHEN and God is at
work through them.

Meet Gaily Ho and Ellen Chong, two in a group of
friends who reconnected through WHEN.

Gaily had no idea what a WHEN brunch would be
like. But when a high school girlfriend invited her,
Gaily came out of interest. For several years, Gai-
ly had been searching to connect with God and
to meet a group of Christians who had the same
heart and were moving in the same direction that
she desired for herself.

At the brunch, Gaily responded to the invitation
to attend a Discovery Group sponsored by WHEN.
It was a great decision for her. Even though Gaily
had already been a Christian for many years,
previous Christians groups she had attended felt
boring to her. WHEN, on the other hand, was
different. She was eager to learn and soon felt
comfortable to open up in the group.

For Gaily, the Alpha course that WHEN offered

at the Discovery Group was a great fit. Gaily
describes herself as someone who is inquisitive
and who questions God at times. In Gaily’s own
words, she had taken God for granted throughout
her life. The Discovery Group helped her to be
less judgmental and more thankful to God in all
things. Through WHEN, God answered many of
Gaily’s questions about faith.

Now, Gaily desires to share the good news with
others, and is not afraid to do so. Glowing with
love and enthusiasm that comes from connect-

ing to Jesus, she invited Ellen to join the Growth
Group, which formed after the Discovery Group.

By then, Ellen had already attended two WHEN
events, but had never been able to join a WHEN
small group because of her of work demands.
Ironically, it was these work demands that moved
her to promise to learn more about God after
retirement.

God was also at work. When Gaily invited Ellen to
the Growth Group, Ellen had already been invited
by several of her friends. Ellen sensed Gaily’s love
and decided that it was time to make good her
promise to God.

On her first visit, she immediately felt loved and
very much at home. Three of the group partic-
ipants were her friends since university days!
Although others in the group seemed more
spiritually knowledgeable and mature, Ellen felt
accepted and free to be herself. Gratefully she
received help from the facilitator, Janet, who
patiently explained to Ellen the Bible’s truths and
Christian terminology.

Previously, Ellen was full of anxiety, but now she
sees that God has a plan for her. She is certain
that God is there for her, that He is real. As Ellen’s
faith grows, she senses God speaking to her more
and more. She hears God say to her, "“Why don't
you ask me for even more?”

Gaily reflects, "It’s a real personal experience for all
people, no matter what stage of faith a person is
at. He always loves us.”

From a WHEN Executive

The ministry of WHEN
has been around for 6
years. God has bless-
ed us tremendously

in this meaningful
journey. | was one of
the founding mem-
bers. Itis humbling to
be able to say that |
am so blessed to have
been called.

Kari Leoganda

Looking back, | have been a believer since | was
13. There are good days and tough days in my
spiritual journey. But | have been very blessed to
have different people in my life that have poured
out their time, love and energy to strengthen me
and pray for me.

| still remember when | first moved to Canada
from Hong Kong. | was embraced by a group of
ladies who met every week in one woman’s home
to study the Bible and pray for each other. They
helped me to grow in knowing Jesus during a dif-
ficult time when | felt so stressed out. The Word

came alive and set me free — free from worries
and free from sorrow.

Christ is definitely enough. Knowing that He
loves me so much gives me energy and hope to
live the life that He has called me to live. | started
to serve in the church and to be mindful of how to
answer His calling. At that time, | served mostly in
children and teens ministry.

Through my career, God has connected me with
many non-believers. As|get to know them, it

is obvious that everyone has their own battle or
problems to fight. Deep inside my heart, | know
the only answer is to know God and depend on
Him. That is my personal experience and | have
met many others whose lives were turned around
since they met Jesus. Problems don't go away
instantly, but the women change.

I am convinced the best gift to give a friend is to
connect them to Jesus and to the local church.
That's why we started WHEN. Being able to
provide that gift alongside beautiful WHEN ladies
is so fulfilling. I have learned so much from all

Gaily Ho at an Outreach Event

Ellen Chong in a Growth Group

of you. | am thankful God has called you and

me to serve the WHEN ladies. Many of us have
simply answered His call like the disciples: simply
dropping what we are doing to follow Him — no
questions asked. Life is simple and purposeful.

So, what's next? For me, | am determined to con-
tinue to be soaked in His amazing love and grace,
believing that the goodness of Jesus will keep
bringing many more people to develop a personal
relationship with Him. Let’s keep journeying
together!
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A Spiritual Awakening: Jo Ann’s Story

"I've always had this longing inside me, for some-
thing deeper, even though | can’t quite describe
what that is.”

As a child growing up in the Philippines, Jo Ann
Aguilar had a devout Catholic upbringing and
learned key values instilled in her by her parents
—among them, the importance of a God-fearing
attitude. She actively participated in going to
church, learning catechism, liturgical readings
and similar activities.

"When | became a teenager, | was just living a life
of making sure | followed what my parents had
taught me - | finished my education, pursued a
career in singing and modeling, and got married
to my childhood sweetheart,” Jo Ann says. "We
moved to Edmonton, Alberta to settle down, and
then | started working in a different career and |
also had my three children.”

LiviNnG THE LIFE

Being a natural go-getter, Jo Ann was driven to
accomplish a lot of things in her life — juggling a
government job and being a mother of three boys
and a wife, in a new country. She made plans and
set goals for herself and her family, realizing her
dreams and navigating her own destiny — one
step at a time. "/ was living my life the way | was
taught to - if I did good things, had goals and
plans, then everything will turn out good.”

Even when Jo Ann prayed to God, her attitude
was: I'm still in control.

Jo Ann Aguilar performing at a Filipino WHEN event

But then something that Jo Ann never planned
for happened.

The stress, busyness, and responsibilities took

a toll on her life. After 22 years of being with

her husband, Jo Ann faced the most difficult
situation in her life. "When he got involved with
his assistant, | couldn’t understand what was
happening,” she says. Distraught, confused, and
broken hearted, her world was suddenly rattled.
"I ended up taking my kids and moving to Vancou-
ver temporarily, sort of as an ultimatum. But things
never worked out between us.”

After splitting up with her husband in 2008, Jo
Ann moved back to Edmonton to raise her boys
as a single mother (with help from her family).

REwWRITING HER STORY

As she began picking up the pieces of her life

as a single mom with her own business, it was a
conversation with her dentist, Dr. Onie Mateo,
that started the journey of re-discovering herself
—and fulfilling the longing she'd had for years.

"Dr. Mateo was talking about spiritual things, and
then she told me about this Christian event with
other ladies, and offered me a ticket,” she says.
With nothing to lose, Jo Ann decided to attend
the “Ladies Night Out” hosted by Women's
Heart-Engaging Network (WHEN). Such evenings
are designed to help women connect with other
women, and provide the opportunity to hear
about the extraordinary grace of Jesus Christ
through the story of an ordinary woman.

"Something about that night was different,” she
recalls. "/ had never heard of a group in Edmonton
like this before.” Shortly, she touched based with
the coordinator, Eva Bagasao, who shared more
information about WHEN, and invited her to
attend a Discovery Group — where she could learn
more about Jesus and how to connect her life to
Him.

A DEEPER FAITH

"At WHEN, as I really began reading the Bible for
myself, talking about it with others, and applying
it, my faith grew in a way | had never experienced
before,” Jo Ann says. Currently, she meets with
Eva for weekly discipleship and hopes in the
future to be able to involve her non-Christian
friends in a Discovery Group.

Today, this busy, hard-working, single mother of
three has discovered the path to freedom.

"When you’re born, you dream of a fairy tale, an
idealistic picture in your head that you envision for
your life (your prince charming, etc.). You live life,
but something happens and it turns out not the
way you wanted. You realize you’re not in control,
and you have to rewrite your story. But in the end,
it makes you a stronger person. Now [] have a
chance to do this through being part of WHEN and
injecting the Lord into [my] life.”

Pausing, she adds, "This journey has completely
changed me.”

Thank you for praying with us!

Eva Bagasao, the developer of
the Filipino team, will undergo
breast cancer treatments this fall. Pray for her
complete healing and for strength.

Several Growth Groups are starting again this
fall. Thank God for the growth we are seeing
in their lives. Pray that the Lord will teach
each participant how to experience the power
of His Spirit. Pray that these women will invite
many of their non-Christian friends to attend
events.

Pray for the speakers at our fall outreach
events to share their faith journey with clarity
and joy. Pray for wisdom as the interviews are
prepared.

e Intercultural: Idelette McVicker

¢ Spanish: Marcela Corzo

e Filipino: Eva Bagasao
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Who are we?

We are a group of women whose lives are being
influenced by the grace of Jesus Christ.

Our passion is to reach out to family, friends,
colleagues and neighbours, engaging them with
our hearts and sharing our life stories.

We come together from different churches with
unity of purpose to bring the Good News outside
of the church into the context of those whom God
has placed around us.

We partner with Power to Change whose mission
is to help followers of Jesus share the Good News.

Mission:
Connecting women to Jesus Christ and to a local
church.

Vision:

Providing opportunities in various languages for
women in different cities to hear, experience and
embrace the grace of Jesus Christ.

From July 2013 to June 2014:

* 4 ministry teams

e 7outreach events

e 807 attendees

¢ 448 non-Christians exposed to the
gospel

* s5iindicated receiving Jesus Christ

* 107 recommitted to developing their
relationship with Jesus Christ

* 14 Discovery Groups
e g4 attendees

* 21leaders

* 21 apprentices

* 5 Growth Groups
e 27 attendees

e 3leaders

* 6 apprentices

A Spanish Leader’s Passion

Marcela Corzo joined WHEN after being inspired
by the passion and love of other WHEN women.
At the first WHEN luncheon Marcela attended

in November 2012, she experienced the Holy
Spirit's anointing and a spirit of excellence and
love. While listening to Rita Fung share her story,
Marcela heard the Lord speak to her: she too
should participate in the harvest that God has
prepared.

Since then, Marcela has stepped into her role as a
leader for the WHEN Spanish team.

“The Spanish ladies we are connecting to Christ are
immigrants [to Canada] with big dreams and huge

expectations,” says Marcela.

Younger, single Spanish ladies in their 20s and 30s

may come to Canada and eventually marry. "Then
they find themselves in a cross-cultural marriage
with a different set of challenges,” says Marcela.
"The other group are the moms of these ladies

who come to support their daughters and raise the
grandchildren. But sometimes in the process, they
lose their own identity and dreams.”

Marcela will be the speaker at an upcoming
WHEN event. She wishes to testify of God's
faithfulness in her life. "My story isn’t my story but
God'’s work in my life. He is the author,” she says. "/
believe it will help other ladies going through same
situations, to let them see how God helped me to
overcome and to have faith in Him and His Word.”

Three years from now, Marcela envisions Spanish
WHEN teams in different locations connecting
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Upcoming Events

November 8, 2014
Intercultural WHEN with Idelette McVicker

November 1, 2014
Spanish WHEN with Marcela Corzo

November 22, 2014
Filipino WHEN with Eva Bagasao

Power to Change Staff are here to serve the
WHEN teams.

Janet Fierbach, DIRECTOR
janet@whenetwork.ca
(0) 604-514-2117

Evelyn Mah, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
evelyn@whenetwork.ca

Musica Chiang, GRACE TEAM COORDINATOR
musica@whenetwork.ca

Bryan Cua, TECHNICAL SUPPORT
bryan@whenetwork.ca

more women to Jesus and to the local church.
"Right now [ see the enthusiasm of the team. |
have a dream of seeing not just one team but many
Spanish teams harvesting all over the world where
there are Spanish speaking ladies!”

Marcela Corzo (left) preparing at the Spanish WHEN
event with Ary Ramirez (right), the speaker



